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Boston MPO Develops Criteria to Measure Environmental Justice 


Building on the definition of environ- 
mental justice that it adopted in M ay 
(see June 2001 TRAN Sreport) the 


Boston MPO has established sets of crite- 


ria, or measures, that it will use to assess 

transportation services and facilities from 
the standpoint of environmental justice. 

Both transit and highway measures have 
been defined. T hey were developed with 

consideration of the Environmental J us- 

tice Ad Hoc Committee's specific con- 


¢ Vehicle load (number of passengers in 
relation to vehicle capacity) 


¢ Frequency of service 

¢ Schedule adherence 

¢ Transit amenities (including shelter 
availability) 

¢ Vehicle assignment (with attention to 
age, air conditioning, and emissions) 

The method for measuring transit mobil- 

ity uses specific origin-destination pairs. 


cerns and reflect the committee's para- 
mount concern for the large number of 
people living in low-income and minority 
neighborhoods who are transit depend- 
ent. Accordingly, the MPO developed 
two types of transit measures, one for 
service and another for mobility. The 
transit service measures for assessing are: 


T he selected origin zones include both 
low-income and non-low-income areas 
and both minority and non-minority 
areas. Destination zones were selected to 
include areas with large numbers of jobs, 
especially service jobs, and areas with 
hospitals and schools. T he analysis will 
measure travel times, including transfer 


Public Tour Scheduled for Zakim Bunker Hill Bridge 


to repeat the success of the Big Dig’s First 
Night event last December 31, when 


The Massachusetts Turnpike A uthority 
and the Central A rtery/Tunnel Project 





announced — thousands of 
that on Sun- ees remeas | people toured 
day, August fase the ten lanes 
26, the pub- f of the new 
lic is invited “i, underground 
to visit the Goal artery at 
Leonard P. _ SS 4 Atlantic 
Zakim eae 7) \\\N | Avenue. 
eweeete Li jit) WO One of the 
Bridge. I: highlights of 
Scheduled te 3 ee # Big Dig tours 
to be com- —— OO — held this year 
pleted later The new Leonard P. Zakim Bunker Hill Bridge has been an 


this summer, the striking cable-stayed 
bridge will open to traffic in November 
2002 upon completion of the |-93 north- 
bound tunnel sections. Officials expect 
the A ugust 26 event, which will take 
place between 11:00 4.m. and 4:00 p.m ., 


Opportunity to walk along the new 
bridge. H owever, these very popular tours 
are fully booked for the remainder of the 
season. T hey will be made available 

again in the spring of 2002. In the mean- 
time, the Central A rtery Project is offer- 


and dwell times, for each type of pairing. 
T he highway measures are: 


¢ Safety of the roadway network for all 
uses (vehicle, bicycle and pedestrian) 


¢ Condition of the infrastructure, includ- 
ing bridges 

¢ Impacts of a roadway network on 
“host” neighborhoods 


¢ Benefits provided by the roadway net- 
work 


T hese four measures will be applied to 
specific highway projects and facilities. In 
conducting an analysis using these meas- 
ures, the MPO will examine various data, 
including computer modeling results that 
identify local versus through traffic and 
information on accident locations, inter- 
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ing a booklet for self-guided walking 
tours of the surface portion of the project 
(not including the bridge). To obtain a 
copy of the booklet, visit the “Tours” sec- 
tion of the Big Dig Web site at www. 
bigdig.com. 
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Boston MPO AcTION ITEMS 


The Boston M etropolitan Planning Organization met on 
as June 21 and took the following actions: 


¢ Approved an adjustment to the fiscal years 2001-06 Transportation Improvement 
Program (TIP) transferring approximately $13.1 million in fiscal year 2001 high- 
way funds to the MBTA forthe MBTA Bridge Program, the MBTA Grade Cross- 
ing Program, and improvements to Charles Street Station and South Station. 


¢ Entered into an agreement with the M etropolitan A rea Planning C ouncil that 
MA PC will continue to serve as the fiduciary agent employing staff for the C en- 
tral Transportation Planning Staff and administering all of CT PS’s financial 
resources on behalf of the MPO. 


¢ Authorized its Sub-Signatory Committee to act on its behalf in the hiring of a 
facilitator for the region’s cooperative transportation planning process. 


SuB-SIGNATORY COMMITTEE ACTION ITEMS 


The SSC met twicein June. At the first meeting, which was held on June 7, it rec- 
ommended MPO approval of the TIP adjustment described above and reviewed a 
letter from Boston M PO executive secretary Luisa Paiewonsky to the Federal H igh- 
way Administration and Federal Transit A dministration. T he letter (sent on June 
15) describes progress made to date in responding to federal directives with respect 
to environmental justice (see article on page 1). T hese directives were the result of 
a certification review of the region’s transportation planning process conducted last 
fall. 


At ameeting held on June 21, the SSC approved the circulation of a proposed 
amendment to the fiscal years 2001-06 Transportation Improvement Program for 
public comment. T he proposed amendment makes changes to the fiscal years 
2001-03 Transit Program that are intended both to maximize the M BTA’s ability to 
leverage federal funding and to more accurately reflect program spending and phas- 
ing. The comment period for the amendment will close at 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, 
July 26. To comment on the amendment or to request a copy, write to: Boston 
MPO, 10 Park Plaza, Suite 2150, Boston, MA 02116, Attention: David M ohler. 
Comments and requests may also be faxed to (617) 973-8855 or e-mailed to 
mohler@ctps.org. 


JRTC UPDATE 


At the June meeting of the Joint Regional Transportation Committee, Peter C al- 
caterra of the M BTA’s planning department gave a presentation on the MBTA's 
Urban Ring M ajor Investment Study. A fter the presentation, there was discussion of 
the alternatives under study, projected ridership and travel time savings, the phasing 
of implementation for the selected alternative, and other issues. The membership 
also voted to recommend approval of the TIP adjustment subsequently approved by 
the M PO, as described above. 


AACT UPDATE 


M embers of the A ccess A dvisory Committee to the MBTA participated in the 
unveiling of accessibility improvements at Rowes W harf on June 19. The $600,000 
project provides people with disabilities the opportunity to access the dock for the 
first time. AA CT continues to work with the MBTA on plans for the MBTA dock 
at Hingham, the only one yet to be made accessible. At AA CT ’sJune meeting, 
Dennis DiZoglio, MBTA planning director, gave a presentation on the North Shore 
M ajor Investment Study (see article on page 3). 
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Logan TMA Launches New 
Early Morning Bus Service 
for Airport Employees 


The Logan A irport Employee Transporta- 
tion Management A ssociation (Logan 
TMA) launched an early morning bus 
service to the M assachusetts Port 

A uthority’s Chelsea G arage from W on- 
derland Station on the MBTA's Blue Line 
on June 11. From the Chelsea G arage, 
riders can take a M assport shuttle bus to 
the airport. 


The first run of the C helsea/R evere Early 
M orning Shuttle leaves W onderland at 
4:00 a.m.; the service operates every 
thirty minutes until 6:00 a.m. The regu- 
lar stops of the shuttle, which operates 

M onday through Friday, are at Lappen’s 
A uto and Plaza Garibaldi in Revere, and 
M cDonald’s, KFC, Burger King, and 
Riley's Roast Beef in Chelsea. T he last 
run also stops at the Chelsea commuter 
rail station to pick up passengers arriving 
on Inbound trains from Rockport and 

N ewburyport (the 6:06 a.m. and 6:20 
A.M. arrivals, respectively). T he fare for 
the shuttle is 75 cents for airport employ- 
ees and $1.00 for the general public; 
Logan TMA members ride free. 


T he Chelsea/R evere Early M orning Shut- 
tle isthe third affordable transportation 
option available to commuters accessing 
early morning jobs at Logan Airport. The 
Early Morning Winthrop Shuttle began 
service last year. In addition, the MBTA 
provides “sunrise” bus service from the 
Boston neighborhoods of Dorchester, 

M attapan, Roxbury, and South Boston in 
the hours before regular MBTA service 
commences. Like the C helsea/R evere 
shuttle, the Winthrop shuttle is managed 
by the Logan TMA, which also manages 
the Eastie Express shuttle to East Boston 
business locations. 


In addition to boarding the new shuttle 
at its regular stops, employees can arrange 
to be picked up at locations on or near 
the route that are closer to their homes. 
To sign up for the service, employees can 
call the operator, Pokye Casserly (also 
owner of the Logan/Boston H otel Shut- 
tle), at (617) 561-1613. 


Jury 2001 


MBTA Takes North Shore Major Investment Study to the Public 


During the second studies. T hese alternatives include a the Blue Line’s Wonderland Station. 
week of June, the reversible busway along the Eastern M eeting attendees contributed several 
M assachusetts Bay Route M ain Line right-of-way from other suggestions at the two meetings. 
Transportation Revere to Logan A irport, a four-branch The MBTA and the steering committee 
A uthority held two light rail service replacing commuter rail 


(which consists of representatives from 
other relevant transportation agencies 
Blue Line Extension to Lynn Commuter Rail Improvements | SUCH as M assport and from 
2 municipalities and interest 
Express Service 7 groups) will work this year on a 
: preliminary screening of alter- 


public meetings to and extending to Peabody, commuter rail 
solicit input on the North Shore 
M ajor Investment Study (MIS). 
The first meeting was held on 
June 11 at the Community Life 
Center in Peabody, the second natives, including those sug- 
two nights later at N orth Shore pothual gested at the public meetings. 


Community College in Lynn. Extensions Following this screening, the 


The MIS isa long-range planning MBTA will begin to evaluate 
effort, funded by a grant from the the alternatives that remain. 


Federal Transit A dministration, During this stage of the process 
that seeks to address transit needs a second round of public meet- 
of the communities along or near ings will be held (currently 


the coast north of Boston. anticipated to be held in Feb- 
ruary 2002) to get additional 
feedback from N orth Shore res- 
idents. 


This pair of public meetings came aso 
at the end of over three months 
of MBTA work on analyzing the 
existing conditions of the study 


Blue Line 





Two of the transit alternatives under study for the North Shore 
For more information on the 


area and defining alternative methods of improvements featuring additional sta- North Shore MIS. contact Steve W oelfel 
addressing the area's needs. T he initial tions and reduced headways, extension Of of the MBTA by phone at (617) 222- 
identification of alternatives focused on the Blue Line to Lynn, and provision of a 


bo ie Moe j 5237 or by e-mail at swoelfel@mbta.com. 
projects that had their originsin previous connection to commuter rail service at 


Massport and Chelsea Weigh O ptions for Diverting Trucks from Tobin Bridge Ramp 


M assachusetts Port A uthority officials Tobin Bridge— and other parties con- such as the N ew England Produce C en- 
and representatives of the city of Chelsea cerned are currently discussing various ter, that are located near the exit. The 
agreed in late M ay to improve focus of the discussions Is to find an 
safety on and near the Tobin alternative to the Beacon Street 
Bridge’s Beacon Street off-ramp by ramp that does not adversely 
continuing a ban on heavy truck impact residential streets in the 
traffic on the ramp, and to study neighborhood. Officials will also 
long-term methods for providing continue to discuss other ways to 
commercial truck access to and improve safety for users of the 

from local businesses. Tobin Bridge. 


Last year, at the request of Chelsea 
officials, M assport installed flashing 
signs at and before the Beacon 
Street off-ramp alerting drivers to 
test their brakes. State Police were 
ramp was reopened to cars, buses, also stationed on the bridge to ran- 
and light trucks, but it remained § | domly stop trucks in order to con- 
closed to heavy trucks. The Tobin Bridge’s Beacon Street ramp in Chelsea duct brake tests and check their 


The city of Chelsea, state transportation — options for enabling heavy trucks to serv- Ws a lectaaeas evi ent 
officials, M assport— the owner of the ice the many large commercial entities, ‘ited In more than $77,000 in fines 


The ramp was closed to all traffic 
for a two-week period beginning 
June 1 in response to an accident 
caused by a speeding truck using the} 
exit. Following the shutdown, the 
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MEETING CALENDAR 


T he public is welcome to attend the following 
transportation-related meetings this month. 


AT THE STATE T RANSPORTATION 
BUILDING, 10 PARK PLAZA, 
BOSTON 


W ednesday, July 11 


Joint R egional Transportation 
C ommittee (J RT C) 


Second Floor C onference C enter 


Thursday, July 12 


Boston MPO Sub-Signatory 
C ommittee 


CTPS Conference Room, Suite 2150 


W ednesday, July 25 


Access A dvisory C ommittee 
to the MBTA (AACT) 


Second Floor C onference C enter 


Date to be announced 


Environmental J ustice 
Ad Hoc Committee 


Contact David M ohler at (617) 973-7144 
or mohler@ctps. org for more information. 


AT OTHER BoSTON-AREA LOCATIONS 


Tuesday, July 3 
Boston MPO Local TIP 
Subcommittee 
N ewton City Hall 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue, N ewton 
Contact MAPC at (617) 451-2770 or 
blucas@mapc. org for confirmation. 


Boston M etropolitan Planning Organization 
State Transportation Building 

10 Park Plaza, Suite 2150 

Boston, MA 02116 


3:00 p.m. 


10:00 A.M. 


1:30 P.M. 


2:00 p.m. 


Tuesday, July 10 
M assH ighway Public H earing: 7:00 P.M. 
Proposed Replacement of H ingham’s 
Leavitt Street Bridge over the Weir River 
Central M eeting Room 
210 Central Street, Hingham 


W ednesday, July 11 

N eponset G reenway C ouncil 

Bicycle Tour 
From Mattapan Square to Paul's 
Bridge and back (10 miles). H elmets 
required. 
Contact Doug M ink at dmink@ 
massbike. org for confirmation and 
more information. 


6:15 P.M. 


M eeting dates and times are subject to change: please 
call (617) 973-7119 for confirmation. A dditional 
transportation meetings open to the public are listed 
on the Boston MPO Web site, at www.ctps. org/ 
bostonmpo/involved/meetings. 





M@ Environmental Justice cont. from p. 1 


section delays, and facility features such 
as the number and width of lanes and 
average vehicle speed. The MPO will 
also consider quality-of-life issues such as 
noise pollution, air quality, and aesthet- 
ICS. 


In addition to applying the transit and 
highway measures outlined above, the 
MPO will examine planned capital 
expenditures to identify which communi- 
ties or neighborhoods would benefit or be 
burdened by proposed investments. W ith 
the assistance of the Environmental J us- 
tice Ad Hoc Committee, it will then 
attempt to quantify and address any dis- 
crepancies between the effects on low- 
income and minority populations and the 
effects on other populations. 
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